
From: Save Seven Hills Ranch
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 3:15:53 PM
Attachments: 1 SSHRanch NOP Response.pdf

Figure 1.3 Photosimulationx.pdf
Figure 2.11 Biological Constraints.pdf
Figure 3.20 Land Use Compatibility.pdf

Attached please find our public comment for the Spieker Development Project,  County Files  CDGP20-
00001,CDRZ20-03255,CDMS20-00007, CDDP20-03018, CDLP20-02838.

Please advise us that you have received this email.  I understand you are out of office until September 2,
however, we want to be sure that these were received when they were sent on Aug 23 prior to the 5pm
deadline.

Thank you,

Michele Sheehan









From: Amara L. Morrison
To: Sean Tully
Subject: NOP Comment Letter_08232021.PDF Spieker Senior Continuing Care Community Project
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 1:19:57 PM
Attachments: NOP Comment Letter_08232021.PDF

Good afternoon, Sean—
Attached please find a comment letter regarding the Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meeting for
the Spieker Senior Continuing Care Community Project’s EIR submitted by our client, The Seven Hills
School.
Thank you, Sean and please let me know if you have questions.
Amara Morrison

Amara L. Morrison

Attorney

t:    510-834-6600
d:   510-622-7689
amorrison@wendel.com
wendel.com

stdrd_rd

Wendel Rosen LLP 
1111 Broadway, 24th Fl
Oakland, CA 94607

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 
This communication may contain information that is legally privileged, confidential or exempt from disclosure. If you are not
the intended recipient, please note that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender by return email and delete this email
message from your computer. Thank you. 
___________________________________________
For more information about Wendel Rosen LLP, click here: 
http://www.wendel.com



From: Sharon Doherty
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 10:03:20 AM

Dear Mr. Tully:
As a resident of the city of Walnut Creek living on Kinross Drive, I have some major concerns
regarding the traffic  on Kinross Drive which has been mentioned as a possible through traffic
access to the proposed Spieker Development Project.

Kinross Drive and all the streets in Heather Farms Homeowners Association are private
streets, maintained and paid for by the homeowners.  Of most importance, there are many
young families living on Kinross Drive walking, riding bikes, and crossing this narrow
winding street. There are many pathways throughout our community, and those pathways
connect to Kinross Drive where  walkers must step out to cross to the other side of Kinross
Drive.  Large construction trucks would not be able to see a person or persons stepping out to
cross the street.

Since Kinross Drive is maintained and paid for by the homeowners it is not a public street and
cannot be used as a through street for the public. For the safety of all residents of Kinross
Drive, the idea that it could be a through pass to a proposed development  is a tragedy waiting
to happen.  Let's be smart and be safe and realize that Kinross Drive is a narrow winding street
not conducive to large trucks and large traffic. It is a residential street.

Thank you
Sharon Doherty
345 KInross Drive
Walnut Creek, Ca 94598



From: Stephanie Dark
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Sunday, August 22, 2021 7:55:09 PM

Dear Mr. Tully,

I am writing as a resident who will be impacted by this development, to let you know the grave concerns I have about
approving a General Plan Amendment in order to move this development forward.

I am concerned it will impact our natural resources. We are going into another major drought, which will impact the
availability of our precious water supply. The amount of construction this work will require will take an enormous amount of
water, and the hundreds of new residents and employees to support this development will also impact our water supply.

I am concerned about the significant change to the existing landscape. The tree loss is astounding, as the current development
plan intends to cut 350 protected trees, and may damage those few trees remaining. In addition, hills will be topped-off and 
valleys will be filled in with the equivalent of 17,000 dump trucks worth of dirt to create the flat building surface, held in 
place with retaining walls up to 21 feet in height. Natural landscape will be paved over in order to create 451 housing units, 
multi-story Clubhouse, Rec Building, Health Care Center for residents, and maintenance buildings, parking garage and a total
of 519 parking spaces. 

I am concerned about the impact to the neighborhood residents both during and after construction. The construction would
result in more traffic on already impacted Ygnacio Valley Rd, as well as construction noise and dust, which can severely
impact residents with allergies and other health issues. Note that this work will be taking place nearby John Muir Hospital,
where Ygnacio is the only means for hospital patients and employees to gain access. Ygnacio Valley Rd. is severely impacted
with traffic during peak commute hours, as well as often busy outside of those hours. The road would be even more impacted
with all these new residents and the staff to support them.

I am concerned about the impact to the native wildlife in the area. Converting a large swath from natural habitat to urban use
will result in the complete loss of habitat for local wildlife; this includes the loss of habitat for deer, fox, owls, turtle nesting,
skunk, snake, lizards, turkeys, many species of birds including hawks., and many more species. The aforementioned loss of
350 Protected Status trees means the loss of species that depend on them.

Finally, I am concerned that the developer is providing a false assertion for a need for housing that already exists. A property
search within 15 miles of this site should indicate there are already numerous senior housing options in the area, and a wider
view will showcase the plethora of senior housing options between the Berkeley and Sacramento. Furthermore, this is
marketed to a small segment of seniors who can afford its high entry fee and substantial monthly fees.

There is a significant need to accurately and holistically asses the impact of this development. An EIR needs to addresses the
impact to:

Air Quality (construction, exhaust, impact to adjacent public parks and schools).

Biological Resources (landscape, wildlife, waterways)

Energy (power grid impact)

Geology (risk of liquefaction and three nearby faultlines, water runoff)

Water (paved vs exposed soil ratio, impact to creek channel, to residential water availability)

Land Use (non-conforming land use plans, policies, & regulations of the both City and County that offers no true

residential housing)

Housing and Tax implications (doesn’t fulfill county housing requirements, no clear model how this model impacts

local tax revenue for government services)

These are but a few of the issues that highlight the need for a thorough EIR. it is important to share with the public how this
proposal threatens to completely eradicate this natural landscape, and how the General Plan Amendment which, if approved, 
would allow the complete destruction of this property.

In closing, I urge you to deny the developer’s request for a General Plan Amendment and retain the current density for this
property.



Sincerely,
Stephanie Dark
62 San Marino Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA 94598



From: S. Reed
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Sunday, August 22, 2021 12:55:53 PM

My name is Stephen Reed and I live in the general area of this proposed
project.  I've heard from virtually all my neighbors and we are extremely
concerned about this proposed project.

1.  The destruction of of virtually all the trees.

2.  No one has defined how people will get into, and out of this
unwanted project.  I haven't heard anyone define this.

3.  Signs at the corner of Walnut Blvd., and Sevens Hills Ranch road
specify "NO THROUGH TRAFFIC TO YGNACIO". Homestead
Ave is virtually impossible as it has private

ownership on from 1500 Homestead to Seven Hills.

4.  When will the new owners define many of the questions the
to the surrounding neighbors.  All this secrecy is just plan
wrong.  It's about time the facts are made public.



From: Sue Gannon
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Strong opposed to Seven Hills Ranch development
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 7:52:56 PM

I wish to express my dismay that this project is even being considered. Even though I am of the population to which
this luxury retirement home is target (age 71), it’s destructive of natural habitat and a waste of natural resources. The
construction alone will produce a huge amount of carbon emission. In addition, the increase in traffic will clog an
already congested route.

Please vote against this environmental disaster.
Sincerely,
Sue Gannon
Walnut Creek resident



From: Susan Fischer
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Sunday, August 22, 2021 3:37:15 PM

Dear Mr Tully,

I am contacting you with my concerns regarding the negative impacts that the Spieker
Development Project will cause to our community. I request that the impacts be studied in the
upcoming EIR.

Air quality is of concern and will be impacted during the 3-4 year construction period from the
construction vehicles exhaust and from the dust raised by the movement of 225,000 CY of fill.
Upon completion of the project, air quality will continue to be negatively impacted from the
vehicles associated with the 451 housing units and from the large number of employees
commuting (most likely in their own cars) to and from the facility. Air quality is already of
great concern in our area due to excess traffic and the ongoing fires. 

I am also very concerned about the loss of 400+ trees. Recently the most definitive scientific
report on climate change was released by the United Nations—warning that the climate crisis
is accelerating in unprecedented and irreversible ways. Trees help stop climate change by
removing carbon dioxide from the air, storing carbon in the trees and soil, and releasing
oxygen into the atmosphere. It is also of note that 350 of the trees are protected under County
and City statutes. The housing units and other buildings associated with this project will not
help to improve our climate. The loss of trees also leads to the loss of habitat for the wildlife
that resides on the property or use it as a corridor. Our wildlife is already struggling to survive
within our urban environments, and we should be preserving the little wildlife habitat that
remains. Seven Hills Ranch is next to Heather Farm Park, a designated eBird Hotspot with
many species living or migrating through the park and Seven Hills Ranch. 

The greenhouse gas emissions associated with this project are also of concern. As stated
above, we would be losing the trees and therefore the positive effect they have on our climate. 
The EIR must also assess the impact that the project’s greenhouse gas emissions would have
on the environment and climate.

It is also important for the EIR to address the unique location of Seven Hills Ranch being
adjacent to Heather Farm Park. Heather Farm Park is very popular and used by 1.5 million
people per year. The proposed project is in view of the park users and those passing through
the park on walkways and bikeways. The small nature area at Heather Farm Park is popular
and continuously in use and must satisfy the needs of a growing population. A walled-off
community does not allow for this need. I believe this is a unique opportunity for the
County/City/public consortium to purchase Seven Hills Ranch for preservation. Preserving
this property will allow for the preservation of the 400+ trees and other native plants that are
necessary to help battle climate change and provide a home for numerous wild birds and
animals. The natural beauty and nature of Seven Hills ranch is also important and beneficial
for all of us living in this busy urban environment. Our open spaces are important to our well
being and the loss of this benefit should be addressed.

Thank you for considering my concerns and please address them in the upcoming EIR.



Sincerely,

Susan O. Fischer
2735 Cherry Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597



From: Tai Chang
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Sunday, August 15, 2021 4:18:46 PM

Dear Contra Costa County County Department of Conservation and Development:

I am a 15-year resident of Walnut Creek, and I strongly urge you to deny Spieker's
proposed land use amendment to change the land use designation of the project site
from Single-Family Residential, Medium Density (SM) to Congregate Care/Senior
Housing. Walnut Creek needs more affordable housing for people who work in
Walnut Creek, but cannot afford to live here. Walnut Creek would also benefit from
growing Heather Farm Park, which is the city's only destination park and which serves
over 1.5 million visitors annually. Let the creation of affordable single family housing,
for which the land is already zoned, around this beautiful space for people who work
and live in Walnut Creek be your legacy.

There is an opportunity cost to the proposed Spieker project, and that cost is the
further development of park space in Walnut Creek as well as the loss of the natural
beauty of Seven Hills Ranch. Spieker's project levels 17,000 dump trucks of earth and
replaces it with retaining walls up to 26 feet high, enclosing massive 3- and 4-story
buildings that in our neighborhood would be comparable to seeing the Titanic next to
a flotilla of sailboats. We don't want that. Let's preserve the natural beauty of this
ranch and build sensibly around it. Let's create more park space, in which Walnut
Creek and Costra Costa County residents can gather, laugh, and play. Let that be
your legacy.

Walnut Creek does not need Spieker's proposed continuing care project. Perhaps
there is a need for a continuing care community, but the one that Spieker is proposing
is only for the very wealthy. It's not affordable. And it's not consistent with the
character of the community that is already in the Heather Farm neighborhood. That
community consists of a mix of single family residences, townhouses, and low density
apartments, that are home to hundreds of families. We live here to be close to the
parks and open spaces and have easy access to our transportation hubs (Walnut
Creek and Pleasant Hill BART) and downtown Walnut Creek. This neighborhood - our
community - would be negatively impacted by a relatively large corporation moving to
the center of it, with over 250 workers coming in and out everyday, in addition to the
traffic created by the services needed for a continuing care facility. I imagine there is
a need for Walnut Creek to have a continuing care facility, but let the city conduct a
needs assessment and let the city explore planning options. The County and the city
of Walnut Creek should do what's right for its residents. Spieker's proposed project
isn't it.  Let's do the right thing - let that be your legacy.

Sincerely,

Tai Chang
Walnut Creek resident



Email: tylerchang@yahoo.com (please do not publish my contact information)
Phone: 925-935-4653 (please do not publish my contact information)



From: Tara Robertson
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Seven Hills Ranch Development
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 4:33:20 PM

To who it may concern,

This email is in regards to the nursing home development wanting to grade and destroy the land
near Heather Park Farms for a for-profit development that is temporary but the destruction it will
be permanent. Just the parking lot and abundance of cars of the development contributes to
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide. In fact, the environmental cost
of so many parking spaces can also raise the amount of carbon dioxide emitted per mile by as
much as 10 percent for an average car (https://phys.org/). All this next to a park.

As with any care center, the majority of employees will be minimum wage heath care workers,
forced to commute down Ygnacio Valley Road. Since nursing home do not want to take any
liability, emergency vehicles are called upon constantly called, adding to the negative
environmental impact of the area, Like any building, hospitals and other medical settings incur
emissions due to the energy consumption of their facilities. However, the most carbon intensive
aspects of healthcare are not happening at the hospital itself. The bulk of healthcare emissions
are happening elsewhere due to the actions and consumption patterns, 70% of healthcare
emissions come from the supply chain, and disposing the the goods and supplies that come from
that supply chain. (https://sustainability.yale.edu)

As a citizen, we are asked to save water, save energy, be aware of what’s recyclable, to be less
wasteful. Yet, if you have the money, you can build and use as many resources as you want, but
is this the message to send? The environment is in crisis, we have to teach our children, while
money is important, a healthy environment is also important.

Draught and COVID-19 are issues that are here to stay and the profitability of healthcare centers
is not certain. Surveys conducted by the American Health Care Association (AHCA)  and National
Center for Assisted Living (NCAL) found:

55% of nursing home respondents said they were operating at a loss and 89% of nursing
homes said were operating a profit margin of 3% or less. Meanwhile, 50% of assisted living
facilities said they were operating at a loss while 73% had a profit margin of 3% of less.

The top drivers of increased expenses for nursing homes include PPE (97%) staff pay (78%)
and additional staff (46%). The top drivers of increased expenses for assisted living facilities is
also PPE (95%), staff "hero pay" (55%) and cleaning supplies (50%).

93% of nursing homes reported government funding is extremely or very important to help
with COVID-related losses for their company.

I ask you to please not destroy land for the short term benefit of making money. While
development is not stoppable, we should seek to recycle land that has already been graded for
developments, left abandoned, and keep the land, especially one so accessible to a park, for
many people to enjoy for generation to come, free of cement, garbage and greenhouse gases.

Thank you for your time.



Regards,

Tara Robertson
Walnut Creek, CA



From: T I
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 8:55:12 AM

Hello;
I am a homeowner directly across from the planned development with Walnut Creek dividing
Seven Hills Ranch and my backyard.  I enjoy the beautiful view of wild hillsides and see the
deer, coyotes running across the fields and trees ever since I moved here in 1997.  It was the
beauty of the wildlife and undeveloped hillside and trees that drew me to the property. I do not
wish to see this development cut down the beautiful trees and expand more than the current
plans and already am pained to know the hillside view will be taken away with buildings.

Please do not approve the removal of the current trees on the property any additional
expansion of the current plans. What little wildlife  we have in Contra Costa should be
cherished and maintained.

My son went to school at Seven Hills Ranch school and I applaud their consideration of
keeping their building to the east side of the property and preserving the hillside along Walnut
Creek. Additional buildings, traffic is NOT what the area needs.

Respectfully,
Tina Ishida, Homeowner



From: Virginia Lane
To: Sean Tully
Subject: [BULK] Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Monday, August 16, 2021 10:28:35 AM

… a haiku…

we don’t follow rules
we want to make more money
the silent trees wept

Virginia

Sent from my iPad









From: Bill Hunt
To: Sean Tully
Subject: comments for Spieker Project NOP
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 4:41:56 PM
Attachments: WCOSF NOP Comments for Spieker Project.docx

Sean,

Please see attached comments from the Walnut Creek Open Space Foundation
on the Spieker Project.

Bill Hunt

President, Walnut Creek Open Space Foundation



From: Wendy Reynolds Buckley
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public comment on ERI scoping for Spieker development project
Date: Friday, August 20, 2021 3:47:46 PM

My name is Wendy Reynolds Buckley. I am an attorney and I am a 20 year resident of Walnut Creek and live in the
Northgate area. As elected officials you represent the citizens of Contra Costa County, more specifically Walnut
Creek citizens in this case. I don’t even know where to begin. There are SO many reasons why you should not allow
another new development to be built in Contra Costa County on Seven Hills Ranch.

Firstly, the land is zoned for open space and not for commercial or residential housing. The citizens of Walnut Creek
need to keep these trees and animals. We do not want 17,000 dump trucks full of soil to be excavated from the site.
We do not want 400 plus trees to be torn down especially when most of them are PROTECTED. What does
protected mean if it means the trees can be taken down?!?!

Secondly, our infrastructure cannot sustain the cars that are already traveling up and down Ygnacio Valley Road
everyday. For the tens of thousands of Walnut Creek citizens who live in the Northgate area, this road is the only
way to get to our two hospitals, freeways and downtown area. Adding another 1,000 plus cars for residents and
employees would overburden the already congested parking lot that we call Ygnacio Valley Road.

Thirdly, the citizens of Contra Costa County have already been asked to conserve water because of the drought.
Adding a 500 unit development to an already water deprived area is ridiculous! Another housing development was
just turned down in San Ramon for this very same reason! In addition electricity and power needed for this huge
facility is also extremely problematic. The citizens who already live here barely have enough power and are told to
conserve energy. Some days our power is turned off completely yet you are considering adding more people and a
huge facility that our infrastructure can’t support?!

Lastly,  you represent the citizens of Contra Costa County not this development company. It is very clear that the
Walnut Creek citizens do NOT want you to re-zone the open space nor do they want Seven Hills Ranch to be
demolished for a senior facility. There is no logical reason for this development please say NO!!

Wendy Reynolds Buckley, Esq.



From: Yvonne LaLanne
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Spieker Development Project EIR
Date: Friday, August 20, 2021 12:43:38 PM

2 Seven Hills Ranch letter to County Aug 2021

Sean Tully,

Sean Tully@dcd.cccounty.us

RE: Public Comment on Environmental Impact Report for Spieker Development Project

OH GOOD GRIEF !

As an over 35 year resident of Walnut Creek it is inconceivable that this development would
be considered a good idea. Walnut Creek and CCC both have two huge, ongoing, long
standing problems:

ever increasing traffic and lack of housing. Residents have been promised over and over the
government will address and solve these problems. This Spieker Development Project is
guaranteed to make these and other problems worse. All this in the name of corporate greed,
and for the supposed benefit of several hundred upper class retirees. Of course, those residents
will also have their quality of life reduced by the same increased traffic, strain on scares
resources such as air quality, water and lack of natural spaces.

Once again the citizens of CCC are asking what is the use of all the hard work put into the
formation of General Plans, if the plans are thrown out at the behest of a large overdevelop.

On behalf of all who live in CCC, use Heather Farm Park, drive Ygnacio Valley Road, and
live along that corridor PLEASE stop this bad idea from going forward. Any part of an
Environmental Impact Report should be enough to end this potential environmental nightmare.

With serious regard,



Dr. Yvonne LaLanne

147 Los Altos Ave

Walnut Creek, 94598

CC: Kevin Wilk, Mayor Walnut Creek , kwilk@walnut-creek.org

Supervisor Karen Mitchkoff, district 4, CCC Board of Supervisors

supervisormitchoff@bos.cccounty.us

Michele Sheehan, Save Seven Hills Ranch

"Save Seven Hills Ranch" <SaveSevenHillsRanch@gmail.com>

Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan-DEM # 16

12677 Alcosta Boulevard, #395, San Ramon, CA 94583

Senator Steven M. Glazer-DEM # 7

51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563

League of Women Voters, Diablo Valley

Mary Schreiber

action-advocacy@lwvdv.org

Sent from Mail for Windows
 



GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director
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From: Hultman, Debbie@Wildlife
To: Sean Tully
Cc: OPR State Clearinghouse; Rippert, Jennifer@Wildlife; Farinha, Melissa@Wildlife
Subject: Spieker Senior Continuing Care Community Project-SCH2021070517
Date: Monday, August 30, 2021 3:23:16 PM
Attachments: Spieker Senior Continuing Care Community Project-SCH2021070517-Tully-RIPPERT083021.pdf

Mr. Tully,

Please see the attached letter for your records. If you have any questions, contact Ms. Jennifer
Rippert, cc’d above.

Thank you,

Debbie Hultman |Assistant to the Regional Manager
California Department of Fish and Wildlife – Bay Delta Region
2825 Cordelia Road, Ste. 100, Fairfield, CA 94534
707.428.2037 | debbie.hultman@wildlife.ca.gov



From: Jim Frey
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Public Comment on EIR Scoping for Spieker Development Project
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 5:28:01 PM

Mr. Tully,

I am a member of the Save Seven Hills Ranch organization, an organization that is growing
rapidly as more people learn about the proposed development of Seven Hills Ranch.

We are against this development for a number of reasons including the following:

First, the development goes against the General Plan, which at the time it was accepted, had
received a full vetting and agreement.  the Plan reflects the goals of retaining open space and
development that would limit environmental impact.

Second, it is our understanding that the Spieker development plan would require the removal
of about 350 to 400 trees, including many old oak trees from the 30-acre site. Their
development plan requires the leveling of three hills, which will require the removal of 17,000
dump truck loads of dirt from the area to create a level site. Clearly, this will result in wiping
out bird and animal habitat on Seven Hills Ranch.

The construction would take 3 to 4 years and result in retaining walls in excess of 20 feet in
height around the perimeter, and several buildings between 2 and 4 stories tall, that would
absorb virtually all open space.

Third, once completed, it is estimated that the in-out traffic, which will feed onto Marshbanks
Road and then onto Ygnacio Valley Road, will add an estimated 1100 cars and trucks per day
to Ygnacio traffic, which we all know already has backups every morning and afternoon for
blocks. It will greatly increase demand for electric power and water, both of which are in short
supply.

On behalf of Save Seven Hills Ranch, we are asking that the County Supervisors know of the
strong objection of many people in Walnut Creek regarding this proposed project. We are
asking the Supervisors to retain the General Plan as written and accepted and without
Amendment.

Sincerely,

James Frey



From: Michael Casey
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Fwd: Diablo Glen Proposal
Date: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 4:24:53 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael Casey <michaelcasey552@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 3:10 PM
Subject: Diablo Glen Proposal
To: <sean.tully@dcd.ccounty.us>

My wife and I are writing to put in a good word for the Diablo Glen project
proposal’ and to express our wishes for a speedy approval.  We are residents of
Rossmoor, Walnut Creek.  While Rossmoor is a great community, we have lived
here for 10+ years, it does not have any assisted living or nursing home care
available within the community.  If we someday need such care it will be a huge
problem to find a suitable place, one that has an immediate vacancy and is
nearby so the other spouse doesn’t have a hard time visiting.  Diablo Glen, as
proposed, would solve these problems.

As part of your analysis of the proposed project’s impact on the community,
could you please evaluate the current unmet need for quality, continuing- care
senior housing in Contra Costa County and specifically in the Walnut Creek
area.  The Department of Social Services (which oversees these types of
communities) may be able to provide some figures demonstrating our area’s
critical need.  Please also include the impact aging baby-boomers will have on
this disparity between need and availability in the coming decades.  Also, while
the state does not classify Residential Care Facilities as strictly “residential”
uses, can you please evaluate the proposed project’s impact on our area’s
general housing crisis?  It seems intuitive that as seniors sell their homes and
move to a care community, such as the one proposed, more homes will be
available for purchase by younger families.

My wife and I are familiar with this continuing - care type community.  We
have a good friend that has lived in Stoneridge, Pleasanton since it opened,
about ten years ago.  During that time her husband became ill and required full
nursing home care.  Due to the excellent system at Stoneridge, they were able



to arrange immediate care when needed.  She was able to stay in her
apartment and walk to daily visits with her husband without any transportation
problems. She is VERY satisfied with every aspect of the Stoneridge
Community.  We also visited and toured another facility built and operated by
the same company in Thousand Oaks, Ca., which we also found to be an
excellent facility.

We would very much like to see such a facility in Walnut Creek, developed by
the same proven company.   The design of the proposed Diablo Glen project is
very attractive and the proposed location is excellent, being convenient to
central Walnut Creek and very convenient to nearby medical facilities that we
seniors often need.  While there are some other facilities in the area that have
some of the needed facilities, most of them do not have all three levels of care
(independent, assisted, nursing) located on the same campus and readily
available when needed.  We both feel that Stoneridge is certainly the best
continuing-care community we have seen and the Diablo Glen developers have
the experience and track record necessary to get this done.

 Thanks for considering our letter and we hope you will be able to approve this
project.

Yours truly

Michael and Diane Casey
552 Spotted Owl Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA  94595

 





From: Larry/Kathy
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Fwd: Walden comments on the EIR for the Seven Hills Ranch development
Date: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 8:04:56 PM
Attachments: Letter on Seven Hills - JLP.docx

Sean: Here's a written copy of my comments on the above event.. Have a good
vacation.

Thanx,

Larry McEwen

---------- Original Message ----------
From: Larry/Kathy <elmwoode@comcast.net>
To: Jeffrey Peckham <jlp94597@gmail.com>, "Dominguez, Leo"
<leordominguez@gmail.com>, Fred Nelson <bigkahuna47@yahoo.com>,
Christiane Wilson <paralegal1@comcast.net>
Date: 08/16/2021 5:19 PM
Subject: Walden comments on the EIR for the Seven Hills Ranch development

Attached are the comments which I made on behalf of Walden to the
County at today's hearing for the Environmental Impact Review for this
project. If you would like to submit comments of your own, they should be
sent to Ruben Hernandez, Department of Conservation and Development,
Contra Costa County. The deadline for written submissions is next
Monday.

Larry McEwen, Secretary
Walden District Improvement Association



From: whwillemsen@aol.com
To: Sean Tully
Subject: Fwd: Seven Hills Ranch Development
Date: Thursday, August 26, 2021 1:13:27 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: whwillemsen@aol.com
To: sean.tully@dcd.ccccounty.us <sean.tully@dcd.ccccounty.us>
Sent: Thu, Aug 26, 2021 9:42 am
Subject: Seven Hills Ranch Development

Sean-
 I just wanted to comment on the proposed development of the Seven

Hills Ranch. As you know the 30 acres are a beautiful combination of rolling
hills and valleys. This area could be easily developed into a single dwelling
housing project without destroying the natural beauty. It is located in the
center of Walnut Creek near schools and shopping. It would seem to make
a lot of sense to provide more housing in Walnut creek. It would provide
an excellent source of tax revenue as would the current plan.If carefully
planed this has the potential be a amazing combination of housing and park
area.This is an unusual opportunity to add 30 acres of housing to an
already flourishing city. Housing is in great demand currently in Walnut
Creek and this could help the situation.

I am not going to go in to all the other reasons for changing the current
plan. It would seem the current proposed project would fi in better with the
Naval Weapons Station project.

 Regards,
 Wayne Willemsen 



















Let's save the 
trees. I'm going to keep it under three minutes. Let's save the trees. We've got to see the trees. Let's save 
the trees, come on lets save the trees…..”












